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There is another body of Unitarian Universalists, 

, known by the name of “ Free-thinking Christians.” 
Mr. Eprror,—In a late number of the Gospel They published a periodical work, “* The Free Think- | 
Herald, 1 observed an extract from a letter from Mr. | ing Christian’s Quarterly Register,” designed to main- | 
Worral, of Glasgow, in which he limits the number | tain the pure principles of Christianity against priest- | 
Scotland, professing faith in God’s | craft, orthodoxy, and infideli‘y. They resemble the | 

universal! love, tothree. Now this statement is very | Quakers in their church government ; having no cler- 
far below the truth. ‘There are in six oF /gy, nor any form of social worship, They consider | 
eight Unitarian churches, who zealously believe, and | that prayer ought to be wholly confined to the closet. | 
who proclaim it both from the pulpit and the press ;—/ 4 portion of scripture is appointed to be discussed | 
and if we take into account the English Unitarians, a-| every Sabbath, and all are at liberty to give their o-| 
mong whom I believe there is not one advocate of end-| pinion of it. But, as they use their reason in expound- 


Inss misery, we will have an addition of four hundred | ing the seriptures, there is none of that silent waiting 


From the (New-York) Gospel Herald. 





of congregations in 


Scotland, 


congregations,as much @ ‘itled to the name of Univer- for the Spirit, and frequent disappointment when it } 


salistsas Mr. Worrall’s churches. does not visit them, that occur in Quaker meetings. 


In proof of the Universalism of the British Unitarians. | 1 am. with much esteem, yours, &c. J. L. 
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All their leadine writers 
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take the ; 
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espoused it : Priesthy,in sever his works —— 


j.indsey. in his Conversaticus o: » Divihe Goy- 








Fanaticism is not religion! No, no! Her cause can 
never he served by ignorance and absurdity ! Has not 
hamanity suffered enough—already quite too much, 
by such doctrines? RELIGION, 
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** Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver 
us from this present evil world.°—Gal. i. 4. 


It is believed that a due consideration of these words 
will enable us to dispose of some of the most perplex- 
ing questions, which have served to bewilder theolo- 
gians, and concerning which very erroneous opinions 
have been formed and maintained. 

Flow it could be reconciled with divine justice-for 
the ruler of the universe to administer the vengeance 





: } .° . +3 a> ‘+ y Rae? . 
ernment, showimeg thatevery thing 1s irom God. and From the New-England Galaxy. 
; a ? .. 41% Mr. G lv. Mr. Yates ——— 
for gocdtoall. Dr, Estlin, Mr. Grundy, Mir. Yates, ae XY 
Mr. Belsham., and Mr. Wright, in their numerous OR i HODO . 


‘ 


Also, D 


rian church in Edinburgh, now of Yeovil, 


rks. . Smith, late minister of the Lnita- 


The work alluded to in the following communication 
England, in| from 


rk. entitled ** Lilustrations of the Di- | 


the National Intelligencer we have never 
It 1s doubtless a coadjutor of the Recorder, 
the Missionary Herald, &c..; works whose conduct- 
ors labour incessantly to lessen the dignity of na- 
ture and the glory of its author. The absurdity 
of such writers is judiciously rebuked by ** Reli- 
gion.”’ 


Gentlemen——In a Religious Pamphlet, entitled 


his admirable wo ceen. 


+ 


c 


vine Government” ; tending to show that every thing, 
is under the direction of infinite wisdom and goodness, | 
and will terminate in the preduction of universal puri- 
ty and happiness. This excellent work, first printed | 
in Glaseow, in 1816, has since passed through two | 


London editions, and has received the decided appro- 


which was due to a sinful world on the innocent Jesus, 
and by such a sacrifice set those at liberty, who had 
incurred his holy displeasure, has perplexed many 
honest and inquiring minds; and the solution of the 
problem has been effected in various ways equally dis- 
cordant with each other as with the principles of sound 
Christianity, as taught by the doctors of the 
church for ages, has been founded on the supposed 
fact that all mankind justly deserved to suffer the 
pains of heil in a future s‘s te and to all eternity ; but 
these doctors have endeavored to find some way, by 
which they and those who would agree with them in 
opinion, might escape this dreadful state of torment. 


| 
| 
| 


wisdom. 





bation of the Unitarians asa body 

Let us next turn to the “* Improved Version of the 
New Testament,” published by the ‘* Unitarian Soci- 
ety, for promoting Christian Knowledge, and the prac- 
tice of virtue, by the distribution of Books. Their 
note on Matt. xxv. 46, reads thus—** The word here 
rendered punishment, properly signifies correction, in- 
flicted for the benefit of the offender ; andthe word 
translated everlasting, is often used to express a long, 
but zadesinéie duration. This text,therefore, so far from 
giving countenance to the harsh doctrine of endless mis- 
ery,is rather favourable to the more pleasing & proba- 


Latter Day Luminary; printed at Washington, No 23, | They have, therefore, settled down on the conclusion, 
vol. 3, page 93, I have read, with great edification, | that Jesus Christ gave himself for the sins of same men, 
the article headed, The Good Rule. ‘“‘ When I am|so that the divine vengeance is turned away from 
doubtful of the course, I inquire, which is most a-| them, having been executed on Jesus Christ. Salva- 
grecable to nature ? When this is ascertained,which | tion, according to this scheme, is being saved from the 
may be done without much difficulty, I conclude,|divine displeasure, or from eternal misery in the 
the opposite is the will of God!” This good rule, I| next state of existence. According to this general 
think, is well adapted to the days of bigotry and | system, all the means of grace and the whole minis- 
superstition, and is, 1 think, utterly unworthy of the | tration of the gospel of Christ are directed to save men 
present enlightened state of religious light in the me-| from punishment in another world. But our text in- 








ble hypothesis of the u]timate restitution of the wicked 
to virtue and to hap 22,2 


-—~——~ 


piness.”? On 1 Cor. xv. 3, they | 


tropolis of the United States. 

By this sage rule, of actiug always contrary to rea- 
son and-common sense, we have had our little world 
filled with fanaticism and barbarism. It is unreasona- 


forms us, that Jesus gave himself for our sins, that he 
_might deliver us from ¢his present evil world. Accord- 
ing to this declaration of the inspired apostle, Jesus did 
not give himself for our sins to save or deliver us from 


have the following note—‘*Here the apostle evident-! ble and contrary to nature fo assassinate / Therefore. | auy thing in another world, but from the preseat evil 


ly considers Christ as a mere man, as much-~as Adam | 
death being introduced by one man, and eternal , 


It is also to be ob 


Was ; 


’ 


yh 
chad 


life by other. 


it must be a religious act ! So reasoned a Clement and 
a Ravillac, and drove the dagger home! It is unnat- 


served, that all, | ural to butcher men, women, and defenceless children, trary to reason and scripture 


world. 
| Our doctors may be told, that their notions are con- 
for if our Creator had 


‘se A. : ; ; z . 
Without exception, who die in Adam, will participate | in cold blood, and without the slightest provocation ;| been possessed of yeugeance towards us for our sina, he 


in this glorious resurrection by Christ. 


all at the same time, but each in his own order; first | religion! So reasoned the Fanatics, and sixty thousand | for our sins 


Not indeed, | therefore, a massacre must be an acceptable act of} could not so love the world as to send his Son to die 


nor could a God of wrath commend his 


Christ, afterwards all virtuous persons and true be-| were slain at St. Bartholomews! It is a cruel and un- | love towards the very objects of this wrath, by giving 


at 
ua 


x; lastly cometh 
the grand consummation of all things, when all his en- 
emies shall be put under his feet, and all things shall 


That is, when all natural aud 


° . . . 
lievers at his second coming ; 


be subdued unto him. 
moral evil shall be exterminated, and death shall Le} 


swallowed This is that glorious izsue of} 


d up in victory. 
the Divine administration to which the gospel encour-| 
ages us to look forward, and for wh:+h itis inteuded to 
qualify and prepare ali who practically embrace it.— 
Blessed and Holy ishe who hath part in the first resur- 
rection, over such the second death hath no power.” 
The Unitarians universally reject the silly notion of | 
the personal existence of the deril. They have three 


Periodical] publications ; twoin London, the “Monthly 
Repository,” and the ‘“ Christian Reformer. 
Liverpool, the ‘ Christian Reflector.” 


* One in 





tors, and the Poor Quakers suffered accordingly. It is 
abominably cruel and unnatural to poisou, crucify, and 


; 


‘God 


roast men! therefore it must, by Uhis 
Priests of 
a” 


relivious act. So reasoned the Athens, of 


* # 


Jerusalem, and of Gencva. 

1 am not surprised at hearing such doctrine from the 
pulpit ; but Iam traly surprised, when 1 read it ina 
public Journal, printed at Washington, in the District 
of Colunabia. 
every al: urdity from ignorant persons, who profane the 
pulpit with abominations. But a printer, at Washing- 
ton, situated in the very focus cf religion and pliloso- 
phic light, should deem higher of his calling! 


rule, be a 


In our wild woods we expect to hear 


1¢ end, | natural thing to bore the tongues of Quakers with red his Son for their salvation from his own vengeance.— 
hot irons; therefore, it must be pleasing lo Ged to bore | 
Quaker’s tongues ! So reasoned our sage Puritan ances- | 


This world is rendered evil by reason of sin. Take 
away sin and this world is full of divine riches and 
; and Jesus is.the ** Lamb of God which tak- 

eth away the sin of the world.” 
It is not from the evils of another state of existence 


blessings 


that Jesus came into this to save men; but he came 
here to save us from the evil which constitutes the 
‘lhis seems to be the plain doc- 
trine of our text; and it destreys the -very foundation 
together with the vast fabric of all that is called ortho- 
doxy. And the moment that this mountain of human 
‘folly is removed, we see in God an everlasting Father 
and Friend; and not a vestage of injurious wrath can 
be discovered only in vain men whohave profaueiy 
‘supposed that God was altogether like themselves, 


misery of this life. 
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Turning from the errors of the church we learn that | Now let us “* look on this picture, and on this.” The 
the religion of Jesus is the ‘‘ bread of God, which com- | Rev. Mr. Edwards, in his sermon to the young men of 


eth down from heaven and giveth life to the world.” 
it teaches us the way of life, ‘“*and in the path way 
thereof there is no death.” If the question be asked, 
how Christ delivers us from the present evil world by 


Boston, says—** Are you not then doing a great work? 
You are assisting in furnishing 7,000,000 of yorw own 
countrymen, and 400,000,000 of heathen with the 
grand means of salvation: And assisting too, ina way, 


giving himself for our sins; the answer is, he is “ of | which, if only followed by all the young 1:.en of our 


God made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion and redemption. The skilful physician prescribes 
a medicine which removes the disorder from the pa- 
tient; so divine wisdom has prescribed the gospel, 
which is a dispensation of the righteousness of God, to 
save or heal the world, by taking away the sin thereof. 
Not the sin which does not exist; but the sin which, 
in this life, manifests itself in man. 

Perhaps the reader may query, and ask, whether it 
was not necessary for Jesus to die to prevent men from 
suffering condemnation in a future state, and to give to 
mankind life and immortality? To the first member 
of this query I would reply by the following question ; 
how could the death of Jesus prevent Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob from suffering condemnation, from the time 
ef their death until he was crucified, which was many 
centuries after? And to the lastI reply in the apos- 
tles words; ** Who hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel.” The bringing of a truth 
to light does not constitute that truth. The doctrine 
of life and immortality was true from everlasting, but 
was made manifest by the appearing of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. H. B. 


er? () ore 


From Plain Truth. 


The “ Mother of Harlots !” 


“ It is stated in the * Annual Report of the Boston 
Female Society for Missionary purposes,’ that the num- 
ber of ABANDONED FEMALES ia this city [ Boston] 
is supposed to be fairly estimated at no less thax 
2000! ! 1°—Christian Register. 


My Countrymen! what think ye of the physical and 
moral impurity of the proud capital of Massachusetts? 
This is the place that calls herself the queen of cities, 
that has presumptuously and audaciously appropriated 
‘** Missionary Rooms” and a loan office, for the pretend- 
ed conversion of the world! This is the Babylon, or 
rather the Protestant Rome, which collects immense 
2ums of money from every part of the deluded country. 
1 wish no answer, I expect none from the miserable, 
spectacled wretch, who conducts the Boston Recorder. 
But the officers of this female society would do well 
to look about them, and for the honor of their own sex, 
attempt a reformation in their own town. Boston con- 
tains about 44,000 people—one half of whom are fe- 
males. Of 22,000 females, those between the ages of 
14 and 40, cannot amount to more than 10,000—and 
it is between the ages of 14 and 40, that the “‘ aban- 
doned females” are to be classed. Thus, 2000 out of 
40,000 are prostitutes, in this religious city! Can Cal- 
cutta, Serampore, or Rangoon boast of an equal num- 
ber? The year 1823 is productive of stupendous 
events: It exhibits a town whose orthodox young men 
are attempting to convert the whole world, when, at 
the same time, EVERY FIrTH female of a proper age 
‘sa prostitute. * * * * Let these fair authors of the 
‘* Annual Report” speak for themselves. 

“We could cover our faces with slack-cloth while 
we are unable to contradict this humiliating assertion.” 
{Concerning the 2000 abandoned females.} ““* * * 

“hould a just calculation be made, (of the number of 
abandoned men in Boston,) we fear a catalogue would 
appear.an the page of infamy,which would gavAL if 
not exceed that of our own sex.” And the editor of 
the Register says beldly— Who doubts that the num- 
ber of profligate men is, at least two to one for every 
profligate female?” [4000 profligate men of course. | 


country, would accomplish the object [convert the 
whole world] in 20 years.” The number of males be- 
tween 14 and 40, in Boston, does not exceed that of 
females, [10,000] and, if the Register statement be 
correct, 4000 of them are shameless debauchees! A 
plain common sense man will say that the conduct of 
the orthodox in Boston, is inconsistent and absurd, and 
address them in scripture language—* Physician, heal 
thyself.”” But he who has taken a closer view of poor 
human nature, well knows that the most daring de- 
bauchery and the most debasing superstition, may 
unite in the same person. The Missionary Society in 
Boston, draw a rich revenue from the pockets of profli- 
gate young men. Sam. ADAMS. 
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ly to have examined the characters of others, and have 
authoritatively denounced what they think are the 
judgments of God upon them. The christian clergy 
have seldom, if ever, been excelled in such work.— 
Long practice has given them a zeal and a taste for 
the business which enable them to leave others far be- 
hind in this course. Indeed, they appear to have incor- 
porated it with their duty; and some of them cannot 
think upon a sabbath evening that they have been 
| faithful through the day, if they have not represented 
;a part of their congregation to be destitute of every 
virtue, and appointed them their portion in the re- 
gions of darkness forever. I have no doubt that some 
of them, at times, have felt fearful that they have 
been too mild and lenient with sinners, and dealt out 
judgments to them with a sparing hand. They pro- 
fess to entertain a real and solemn, and sometimes an 
awful sense of their duty and responsibility ;—things 
which apparently possess almost a magical influence 
over them, and which, rigidly adhered to, always 
bring forth anathemas and curses without number. 
Almost all engaged in this business, in their zeal to 
see it faithfully performed, have forgotten to ask them- 
selves whether they are not guilty of crimes like those 
of which they accuse others, and whether, therefore, 
they must not be obnoxious to the same punishments. 
Self-examination appears to have had, to say the least, 
a very remote connexion with their duty. They ex- 
pect to escape the judgments which they so lavishly 
expend upon others; and whether they are beguiled 
into this error by a fixed blindness to their own failings, 
or an exaggeration of their worth, I shall leave for the 
reader to determine. How applicable to such people 
are the apostle’s words! ‘* Thinkest thou this, Oman, 
that judgest them which do such things,and doest the 
same, that thou shall escape the judgment of God 2°— 
Rom. ii. 3. It may not be unprofitable to us to notice 
some particular instances in which some of our fellow 
men have fallen into the error which bas been noticed. 
is it not a fact to which experience gives its unquali- 
fied testimony, that the clergy themselves are guilty of 
the very sins for which they adjudge others to hell 
eternal? Let not the reader call this question impi- 
ous, and hastily turn his back towards us, in a rage ; 
for if he will reflect one moment, he will perceive that 
the clergy, in one sense, confess this. They say some- 
times that they are not to be saved for any good thing 
which they have done; they are totally unworthy ; 
\they must lay their hands upon their mouths, and 








their mouths in the dust, and cry, unclean, uncleas,.. 
Hence, they are guilty of the very sins for which 
adjudge their fellow men to hell. “God wij bya. 
means clear the guilty.” On what ground can they 
be justified in expecting to escape the judgment of 
God? 

When the clergy have wished to accomplish an 
thing they have thought benevolent, and have desipad 
furthermore, to do it with the money which laid in 
other people’s pockets, they have made their appeal 
to sympathy and benevolence ; and after having ob- 
tained all they could, in this way, they have opened 
the gates of their imaginary place of torment, pointed 
to its flames, and threatened men with its horrors, if 
they did not give up their money. Now allowing that 
this place exists where they say it does, how can they 
escape it? For inall ages they have been noted for 
their selfishness and parsimony, “ They bind heary 
burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders ; but they themselves will not move them with 
one of their fingers.” And yet, many of them, so far 
as money is concerned, are much more able to do it 
than those on whom they impose the burden. Blessed 
with large salaries, rich and numerous presents, and 
other perquisites which afford them not a little, they 
might do much more than other men; and yet they 








On Men’s judging one another. 'seem to think they do enough in disposing of the mon- 


' P . 
Some men have been very expert in this practice of ey which is wrung from the hand of honest, unwearied 


judging their fellow men. Many profess unhesitating- | industry. 
disgrace upon them is, they say they believe that many 


_of our race are hourly dropping into hell for the want 


And what makes this subject reflect more 


of money. If it be wrong, as they affirm, fora poor 
man not to give of his little substance for the relief of 
these perishing souls, how much worse must it be for 
many of the clergy not to do so? It will but increase 
their difficulty to say they expend all their income, be- 
cause this will add to the catalogue of their other sins, 
that of a-criminal extravagance. Notwithstanding al! 
these things, they expect to go to heaven, and to see 
others writhing in endless agony. ‘* Thinkest thou 
this, Oman, that judgest them which do such things, 
and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment 
of God?” If the doctrine which the clergy maintain 
relative to eternity is true, viz. that men, in a future 
state, will be eternally punished for the sins and fol- 
lies of this life, I see nothing to save them from this 
punishment. For if we consider them as a body 
from the early ages of Christianity to the present time, 
we shall scarcely be able to mention a crime of which 
they have not been guilty. I know this language is 
categotical ; and I am sensible of what I am saying.— 
I appeal to history and to facts for the proof of it. Let 
not the reader confine himself to this age, but look 
back, and enumerate, if he can, the numbers that have 
died within the walls of an inquisition house. Let bim 
hear the groans of Servetus, who was murdered by the 
influence of John Calvin, whom many reverence as a 
oracle. In fact, it would be an endless task to parti- 
cularize. I will not assert that the clergy have been 
worse than others; but I feel safe in saying that oth- 
ers have not been worse than they. And I oppose 
these facts to the doctrines which they preach. If 
men are to be eternally punished for their sins, how 
can they escape? Why should ‘it be said, that they 
and their adherents are going to heaven, and all others 
to hell? I will not represent them in any age, as be- 
ing destitute of virtue. But I ask, have not mapkind 
generally been as virtuous as they? They would be 
truly religious, if pure religion consisted in ceremonieé 
and external godliness ; but it does not. 


What are the reasons which induce them to expect 
to escape the judgments which they denounce upo? 
others? One reason we have already hinted at: They 
have generally been inclined to think themselves bet- 
ter than others. But if it were true, if they were real- 
ly better, this cannot be considered a good reasoD for 
them to offer. For they sometimes say they do not 





expect to be saved for their good deeds. They 47 





















also that many are to be damned forever for the sins of 
Adam; and they are professedly as guilty of them as 
others. So we must look for some other reason why 
they expect to escape the judgments of God, which 
fhey denounce on others. They sometimes offer the 
following reasons why they are not to be punished as 
ethers are. 

They have become good, and made God their friend. 
Well, allowing this to be true, does it prove they will 
not be punished for their sins? Do the scriptures say 
that those who turn from the evil of their ways will 
not be punished for the sins they committed before ?— 
They do not. And will not God punish those for 
their sins to whom he is a friend? He will. ‘ Whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” People sometimes 
say that they are the children of God, and, therefore, 
he will not be strict to punish them. _ But it is no ar- 
eument that God will not punish a man because he is 
his Father. The Bible explicitly declares, that he 
“scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” There is 
nothing which will save a man froma just punishment. 
God “will by no means clear the guilty.” We all 
should remember this. And then .we shall not expect 
to escape the judgments of Ged for our sins, aud we 
shall be less hasty in judging others. RicHARDs. 
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“ That was the true light, which lighteth every man 


that cometh into the world..—John i. 9. 


It is a very common custom of the inspired 
writers to speak of Jesus Christ under the ap- 
pellation. of Light, the most beautiful and glo- 
rious of all material objects. He repeatedly 
denominates himself, the Licut of the world.— 
Isaiah represents the Almighty as saying to him, 
“ [have called thee in righteousness, and wiil 
hold thy hand, and will keep thee, and will 
ve thee for a covenant of the people, for a 
Dieht to the Gentiles.” And St. John, speaking 
in the Reveration of the city of the New Jeru- 
salem, says, it ** had no need of the Sun, neither 
of the Moon, to shine in it; for the glory of the 
Lord did lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 
thereof.” ; 

So, in the passage which introduced these 
remarks, hy the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, is meant Jesus 
Christ and his religion. I say,—and his religion,— 
because the connexion shews that it was not so 
much the person of Jesus Christ that was called 
the true Light, as the spirit by which he was in- 
spired, and the religion, which he inculcated. 
In a preceding verse we read thus: “ In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men.” 
Let the reader be careful to observe that it is 
the life that is in Christ, which is the light of 
men. And this life is the spirit and doctrine of 
Christ: ** The words which I speak unto you,” 
says he, *‘ they are spirit, and they are life.” 

One of the most prominent doctrines which 
strike our minds on reading the passage under 
consideration, is, that every man who comes 
into the world, is possessed of a degree of spir- 
ttual light, whatever is his situation or character. 
If he be a heathen, who has never even heard 
of the name of Jesus Christ, he, notwithstand- 
ing, enjoys, in a measure, the illumination of the 
true light; for **he shews the work of the law, 
Written in his heart ; his conscience also bearing 
him witness, and his thoughts, the mean while, 
accusing or else excusing one another.” If he 


is wicked and impenitent, still his ‘ spiritis the 
candle of the Lord ;”? and his conscience must, 
of necessity, take cognizance of right and 
wrong. 
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Another important doctrine taught by this 
passage, is, that this universal light isthe TRuE 
light. I wish the reader to take special notice 
of this; for it has been generally supposed that 
this light, which is common to all mankind,— 
this light of nature, as it is called,—is something 
that is in no way allied to true religion, or the 
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spirit of Christ. But it must be discovered, 
from this passage, that every man, who comes 
| into the world, isendued with a portion of that 
spirit which is the very essence of all religion. 
And all the difference there is between that 
light which the most ignorant and uncultivated 
enjoy, and that to which the most enlightened 
and improved attain, is but in degree, not, in na- 
ture. The light of nature, so called, is but a fee- 
bler ray from that glorious spirit which is the 
light of the world. 

This truth will be of much service to us in en- 
deavoring to ascertain the nature of true relig- 
ion. Is there one inquiring soul, who anxiously 
wishes to know what true religion is; and who 
‘yet feele perplexed with the many contradic- 
tory, or unintelligible descriptions given of it? 
Look, my dear friend, into your own heart; and 
you will there find a sample of it, in the princi- 
ple of moral virtue with which you are endued. 
“ The word is nigh thee, even in thy heart and 
in thy mouth; that is the word of faith which we 
preach.” Is there a principle within you which 
leads you to do unto others as you would they 
should dounto you? This principle is religion. 
Do you find a principle in your heart which in- 
fluences youto revere your Maker, and to feel 
grateful to him for his goodness? This is relig- 
ion. Inshort, every good disposition, and every 
principle of natural virtue, is a constituent part 
of religion, and as such you ought to cherish and 
strengthen it. To multiply andconfirm these 
virtues is all that is necessary in order to regen- 
erate and render a person a christian, if he be- 
lieves that Christis the Mediator between God 
andmen. ‘There needs no new, unnatural prin- 
ciple to be given him, because he already en- 
joys a degree of that true Light which lighteth 


every man that cometh into the world. 
Marcus. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





“ They lifted up their voice with the 
trumpets and cymbals, and instruments of 
music, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is 
good, for his mercy endureth forever.”’ 


It is worthy of remark, that Music, both vo- 
cal and instrumental, hath been universally a- 
dopted in all religions, Jewish, Christian, and 
Pagan ; which serves as an argument from uni- 
versal consent, that music is to be made a part 
ofthe worship of the Deity. And it is enough 
for the enlightened and devout, that it is a pro- 
per expression of religious joy, and an accepta- 
ble way of praising the Lord. It appears that 
music was carried to great perfection among the 
Jews, and that they considered it of high im- 
portance in their public devotions, is plain from | 
many passages in their history. In the days of 
David, who was himself an excellent musician 
from his youth : who was able, with his harp, 


wo seme a0 


and evening, as we 
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tuary, that there eo be music every morning 
1 as the morning and even- 
It is worthy of remark, too, that 





ing sacrifice. 


every distinguished reformer amongst this peo-. 


ple, took care to effect a reformation in this 
ranch of their temple worship. But what 
may appear the most remarkable is the subject 
oftheir performance. Did they sing the heart- 
chilling descriptions of the agonizing torments 
of the wicked like the performers of church 
music at the present day, who pattern in this 
respect from their pious and sublime poet, 
Watts? Yet, where is the comparative sub- 
limity of such torturing accents with the heart- 
reviving subject of those heavenly inepired mu- 
sicians of old? For, “they lifted up their voice 
with the trumpets and cymbals, and instruments 
of music, and praised the Lord, saying, For he 
is good, for his mercy endureth forever!” A 
worthy example for modern practice. And may. 
every voice respond with grateful accents,— 
‘* Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for he is- 
good, for his mercy endureth forever.” S. B. E. 
Southboro’, November 27, 1823. 
== 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE... 


INCONSISTENCIES POINTED OUT. 
There is agp * more common among the opposers 
of the doctrine of 


niversal Benevolence than the use 
of the following (as they think) arguments. 





“If! 
thought as you do,! would indulge in all the pleasures 
of sin.” “ If the doctrine of Universal Happiness be 
true, it makes no difference what we do; we shall be 
saved at last.” ** If all men are to be saved, what is 
the use of preaching?” ‘ Ifmy doctrine should prove 
false, yours will catch me; but if yours should prove 
false, mine won't save you. Don’t you see I have two 
strings to my bow? and that I stand two chances to 
your one?” ‘* Universalism will do very well to live 
by; but no Universalist can die in peace.” “ I do 
not believe your doctrine is true ; but if it be, it ought 
not to be preached, for it leads to licentiousness, and if 
it were generally believed there would be no living in 
society.’ ‘* There is much misery in this life,—ij 

ou feel sure of heaven why don’t you kill yourself? 

f I believed that all men would be happy in a future 
state, i would kill my family, and then myself, and so 
go to heaven, and get rid of this wicked world.” 

We purpose to make a few brief remarks on the a- 
bove propositions, and sincerely hope that those, who 
are in the habit of using such disingenuous arguments, 
will lay them aside, and if they cannot find better ones, 
embrace that truth, which they can oppose only with 
sophisms, witticisms, and misrepresentations. 

1. ‘* If 1 thought as you dol would indulge in al! 
the pleasures of sin.” If you thought as we do, you 
would not think sin capable of affording any pleasure : 


, but if you have such a relish for sin that you are only 


prevented from indulging in all sorts of wickedness, by 
the fear of future, never-ending torments, your heart 
must be wofully depraved, and you, an object of pity - 
Your belief in eternal torment can never reform the 
heart, and while you believe there is pleasure in sin, 
and have a taste for it, you cannot be happy. If you 
have a taste for the pleasures of sin, you have a taste 
for what you dare not enjoy ; so it seems by your own 
confession : There must, then, be a perpetual conflict 
between desire and fear, and if your life is not wicked, 
your heart is, and God looks at the heart, not the out- 
ward appearance,—you are then wicked, and there- 
fore, have no peace. You must learn that wisdom’: 
ways are pleasant,—you must acquire a taste for vir. 
tue, and find an inexpressible pleasure in the practice 
of it, and then you will have no desire for sin, and con- 
sequently no need of the fear of eternal torment to keep 
you from it. 

2. “ If the doctrine of 'niversal Happiness be true, 
it makes no diflerence what we do, we shall be saved 
at last.” There is no salvation in sin. Who wowld 





to expel the evil spirit from Saul, and who is 
called, by way of eminence, the sweet Psalmist of | 
Israel—T here was a band of music consisting of | 
nearly three hundred, under three eminent, 
masters, who, like the rest of the Levites, were | 
released from all other business, that they might 


attend continually upon the service of the sanc- 








be willing to plunge his hand in the fire and. burn it, 
even if he knew it would, by and by cexse to smart, 
and get well? Men do not sin voluntarily, with an 
expectation of being punished, they mean to escape it. 
I cannot believe that many persons could be found, 
who would think it an argument, that they should live 
in sin and misery, and drag out a wretched existence, 
because there was a prospect, in another state, of the'r 


2. * A 

















being happy. Witked men are generally so thought- 
Jess, as not to think much about another state of exist- 
This argument is very 
much like saying of a ship’s company at sea,—it makes 
no difference whether they should be cast away on 
some lonely island or not, for they will be taken off, 
and no lives will be finally lost. Who would be wil- 
ling to be cast away, and remain on a desert island for 
vears among savages, because they knew a friendly | 
hand would one day restore them to their friends, and 


ence, or even the present. 


to peace. 


3. * If all men are to be saved, what is the use of, 
preaching.” If God kuows that a certain part of man- 
kind will be irrecoverably lost, or if he has decreed it, | 
what, we might ask, with some propriety, is the use of 
We preach to make men better and, hap- , 
pier in this world; but you, in the next, which you do 
not believe you can do, as you believe the states ofall 
men, there, are unalterably fixed by a decree, or in 


preaching? 


the knowledge of God. 

4. *“\Ifmy doctrine should prove false, 
catch me, but if yours should prove false, mine w 
save you. 


ihe mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be- 
gan.” It certainly, must be some consolation to you, 
that if yon cannot be saved by “a refuge of lies”—you 
can by the truth. Ido not see that you have two 
strings to your bow: for, as long as you believe in end- 
less misery, you have but one, and | do not think you 
depend much on that, for you know it to be very ten- 
der. As to your standing two chances to my one, | do 
not see, nor believe it, neither do I believe there is any 
salvation except in the gift of God. If, as you say, 
the wages of sin is eternal death, there can be no such 
thing as salvation of any kiud ; for all have sinned, and 
God will by no means clear the guilty. If, however, 
1 am to be saved, my salvation isas certain by the de- 
cree, or in the knowledge of the Divine counezels as 
yours, and your believing in damnation, will not save 
you, neither will believing in salvation damn me. You 
appear to me as inconsistent in this remark, as the man 
who was abont to proceed to Eugland. He had left 
his native state, (Verront,) in company with several 
others, and arrived at Boston, (Mas.) where a fine ship 
was prepared, designed to, and capable of carrying 
every one of them, whea Lo! he would not go on 
board, and took passage in an old rotten vessel, which 
at the most would carry but a few, declaring, at the 
same time, that be was the wisest—that he had two 
strings to his bow, and that he stood two chances to 
their one,—for if his vessel should come to pieces and 
fail him (and he confessed he had his fears,) he could 
then go on board theirs, but if theirs should fail, they 
must be lost, for his would not carry all,—it having only 
been designed for a few, and they must go on board 
before it left the harbor or not at ail. 


te harbor—he launches forth with great trepidation 
isto the DEEP, when—-alas o’day, his vessel fell to 
pieces, and funk out of his sight; but, ah! he was re- 
ceived on board the other with joy, and reached with 
his companions the destined port in triumph. Was he 
the wisest think ye? or was he not? 

5. ** Universalism will do very well to live by, but 
no Universalist can die in peace.’’ This is too extrava- 
vagant to merit an aaswer. If believing in the doc- 
trine of Universal Benevolence will make us happy in 
life, why not in death? Can we not die in peace i: 
we believe God will make us and ali men happy, for- 
ever? Is it necessary to believe that some men wil! 
be damned to all eteruity, in order to die in peace? 

6. ** Itousht not to be preached iftrue,’ X&c. Iti 


be true, it certainly ought to be preached, for the truth 


can do no hurt,—but will make us free indeed. 
7. ** There is much misery in this life,” &c. 





Don’t you see | have two strings to my 
bow? and that I stand two chances to your one ?”— 
You hope to be saved by believing in eternal misery, 
but if eternal misery won't save you, or if believing in 
the eternal damnation of others, won?t make you hap- 
py, you will then believe what ** God hath spoken by 


After exper- | 
iencing much trouble, and many anxious fears white in | 


There 
is, but it proceeds principally frem false doctrines. If 
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From the Christian Intelligencer. 


Seriptural Hlustrations. 


| When the Son of men shall come in his glory, and 
all his holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory, §&¢.—Matt. xxv. 31—46. 





) 
| 


The inquisitive reader will do well to consider, for 
a moment, the unwarrantable latitude which is assum- 
ed by the advocates for endless misery, im the common 
explication (if such it can be called) of the paragraph 
now under consideration. It is wrested from the con- 
nexion in which it was delivered by the Founder of 
our religion, as recorded by his faithful servant, and 
is associated with events which were not mentioned, 
and applied to times, that are inconceivably distant 
from the periods to which the Saviour alluded, ‘lo 
‘render this point convincing, let us inquire for the cir- 
| cumstance, that called forth our Lord’s address to his 


beginning of the 24th chapter. And it is supposed 
| that most of those who will trouble themselves to read 
| this dissertation, with the attention which its impor- 
| tance demands, have already been apprised, that the 
' Books of the New-Testnment, were not written with 
| the division of chapfers and rerses, in which they now 
| appear, that being a modern invention, for the greater 
convenience in making quotations and references. In 
‘some instances the division of chapters is such that, on 
account of a prevailing inclination to commence the 
reading of a chapter, as though it necessarily involved 
a new subject, distinct from that which preceded it, 
we are liable to misunderstand, what would otherwise 
be well understood. ‘The observation is probabiy 
just, in relation to this 25th chapter of the gospel of 
Matthew. It begins with an adverb of time, which 
obviously relates to the subject of the preceding chap- 
ter, and implies a continuance of the sume discourse : 
and yet, too many readers are so inatteniive, and pe- 
ruse the scriptures so mechanically, as to overlook 
that connexion, and begin the chapter, as though it 
was entirely isolated from the rest of the book. Jn 
so doing, there is manifest impropricty. To proceed 
understandingly, we must run the eye back to the 3d 
‘verse of the 24th chapter,which contains certain ques- 
tions, addressed to the Lord Jesus by several disciples, 
at a private interview, concerning the destruction of 
** the temple,” and the signs which were to forbode 
that memorable event. ‘The only difficulty which we 
have had to encounter, in fixing on the time for the 
fvlflment of the several prophecjes and declarations of 
Jesus, in the whole of his answer, including the re- 
maining part of that chapter and the whole of the 


as to the meaning of the interrogatories, proposed for 
solution. 





than to suppose his answer was not directly adapted 
to a fair and full solution of the questions, which were 
proposed in a serious and earnest manner, by his inti- 
mate friends, at a private conference. 

‘The evangelist. says, ** And as he sat upon the 
mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him private- 
ly, saying, Tell us, when shall these thines be ? and 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end 
of the world 2” ‘To ascertain the most probable im- 
port of the interrogatories, we should critically exam- 
ine the occasion which elicted them, and the account 
of the same thing, as related by other sacred histori- 
ans. The occasion appears to have heen as follows.— 
** As Jesus went out and departed from the temple, 
his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings 
of the temple. And Jesus said unto them. See (or 
consider) ye not all these things? ‘There shall not be 
| 
t 


} 
{ 


; 
' 
| 
i 





eft here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
hrown dowa.’”? And samediately after, ** as he sat 
upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came to him. 
saying, ‘Vell us when shal! these things be? ‘hat is. 
| laform us of the time and circumstances, of the demo- 


you believed the doctrine of Universal Happiness, and | tition of this fine city, the pride and glory of the Jew- 


lived according] ou would be in heaven, and you | ish vation. 
» b ) ] o 
Think 


surely would not kill yourself to get out of it. 
of these things. FE. Cass, Jun. 
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Black River Association.~The Black River Associa- 
tion of Universalists convened in Ellisburgh, on Wed- 
Br. C. C. Parsons was 
Three 
new societies were received into fellowship, and our Br. 
A. Wood, admiited into the ministry of reconciliation. 
two days, and six dis- 


nesday, the Sth Oct. 183. 
chosen Moderator, and Br. W. Skinner. Clerk. 


The association was ‘n session 
> ? 


courses were delivered.--Ric!. Inquirer. 


Any thing essentially different from such 
a paraphrase, would imply a degree of ignorance in 
the iuterrogators, incompatible with their privileges 
and character. The meaning, extent, and limitation 
of the words, ** What shall be the sign of thy coming. 
and of the end of the world,” are satisfactorily ascer- 
tained, by comparing this relation of the facts, with 
accounts given of the same, by Mark and Luke, whose 
testimonies nearly agree in phraseology, and are so 
unambiguous, as to admit of no misinterpretation.— 
And we consider it proper and safe, in a case like this 
where three evangelists profess to relate the same facts, 





25th, was, to be satisfied beyond a remaining doubt, | 


For certainly, nothing could be more in-| 
}compatibie with the character of the divine Teacher, | 





| to suffer the ‘wo, whose language is unequivocal t 
| assist in illustrating the meaning of the ONE wh te 
| account is attended with some ambiguity, ern 
_tions which certain disciples proposed to Jesu _— 
these :—‘* Tell us, when shall these things be? 
what shall be the sign when all these things Heat 
fulfilled.’"—Mark xiii. 4. The relation by Luk be 
,the same. ‘{* But when shall these thines be > nin 
| what sign will there be when these things tele: 
pass.”"—Luke xxi. 7. The agreement between “_ 
two witnesses is such, and the questions are go ad a 
ed to the preceding declaration of Jesus concern} 
the destruction of the temple, that, we have a rights 
suppose the form of words used by Matthew ex fad 
ses the same meaning, and should be understood with 
the same limitation: Otherwise the evangelists would 
be at essential variance, when treating on one and th 
same subject. The reflecting reader is requested to 
consider, that, neither St. Mark or Luke, in relat; 
the principal facts of the interview between Jesys and 


yours will disciples, of which the 25th chapter of Matthew is but his disciples, make any mention of the parables in th 
1 on’t | a part, to ascertain which, we must Ilcok back to the ' 25th chapter; which is presumptive evidence thet 


| they are a forcible reduplication of the same truths, 
) [oC ¢ “are heen «tat “ae 
pong ter before been stated, To suppose, as some 
| wave, that a part of the Saviour’s answer to his jp. 
| quisitive friends, related to the time and circumstances 
of the destruction of the temple, which happened sem 
enteen hundred and fifty years ago. and the rest of it 
| to a time yet distant and future, unknown to men and 
|angels, and all this without the least intimation that 
he was speaking of two so vastly distant periods, be- 
trays a degree of credulity, if not superstitions rever- 
ence for the opinions of commentators, quite excep- 
tionable, mi this day of increasing light and liberal in- 
;quiry. We have already seen low Mark and Luke 
| understood the inquiring disciples of Jesos ; and pro- 
priety demands of us to understand Matthew as ex 
{pressing nothing essentially different ; which being 
(admitted, the iufer¢ nee seeins to be unavoidable, that 
ivesus was replying to these plain questions, viz, 
| When shall this spleudid temple be destroyed? and 
| what signs shall we discove r. preceding the event? 
| But the unequivocal assertions of Jesus that his dis. 
; course related primarily and directly to events that 
| Were soon to happen, would seem io preclude all lia- 
| bility to misinterpret his meaning. irecting the at- 
| tention of his friends to the ** fig-trees putting forth its 
leaves, an invariable sign of the near approach of 
(‘summer,’> he adds with uncommon emphasis, * So 
ikewise, YE, when Ye shall see all these things, KNow 
that itisnear, even at the poons. Verily I say unto 
you, This generation shall nut pass, tril all these things 
be fulfitied.”” If declarations like this, taken in con- 
jnexion with the inquiry, ** Tell us when shall these 
‘things be, and what shall be the sign, when these 
things shall be fulfilled,” can be fairly interpreted in 
| reference to a period yet future, we see not, why the 
laws of nature may not be violated, and the expanding 
fig-leaves, indicate that summer is infinitely distant! 
In reply to the learned conjectures of some commenta 
tors, that our Lord lost sight of the principal theme of 
his discourse. at the 36th verse sf the 24th chapter, 
and began to speak of the future judgment, it may 
well Le observed—it is more probable that those learn- 
ed men lost sight of the Saviour’s close adherence to 
the subject of his discourse, than that the unerring 
Teacher lost sight of his own subject. Jesus pursued 
a direct course; and those who follow his example, 
and explain all doubtiul expressions and phrases, with 
reference to the principal theme of bis answer, will 
not be likely to mislead in any essential point of doctrine. 
We have been ‘thus particular and-careful, in ex 
plaining the connexion between the chapter in which 
the parable of the sheep and goats is recorded, and the 
24th, that every attentive and discerning reader may 
discover, the manifest impropriety of applying any part 
of the discourse to the resurrection siate. ‘This is a 
point which needs to be settled, beyond a serious 
doubt, before we can be supposed to possess requisite 
freedom, in examining comments directly illustrative 
of the parable before us. After we are satisfied that 
the Lord Jesus was not discoursing on the future, im 
mortal state of men, when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal is clothed with im- 
mortality, attempts at rational explanation, will no 
appear so unpromising. ; 
un Tintron sho way for the most interesting part of 
this illustration, we shall next offer a few words, nee 
yee jiehe! : - liable te 
fining the meaning of certain phrases, that are + 
be misuncerstood. 
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MARRIED, 


. ‘af 
'n this city, Mr. Andrew T. Hall to Miss Lydia Y. 
Wells, daughter of the late Benjamin T. W. Esq. 
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